
Preface

The lectures and essays collected in this volume were written over a
period of some fifteen years, on different occasions, and they are here
presented in various degrees of revision (indicated in the headnotes).
Like the hieroglyphic patterns in Thoreau’s thawing sandbank, the
result is “a somewhat hybrid product,” with a certain amount of
repetitiveness on the one hand and a number of gaps on the other.
Except for minor changes, both repetitions and gaps were retained
since each of the essays is meant to make sense on its own, as they
hopefully did in their original form. The degree to which they can
also be read as chapters in a book will be indicated in the Introduc-
tion.

Both the original and the revised versions have benefited from
the advice of colleagues and friends in Germany and the U.S. At Hei-
delberg, I have profited from comments by Michael Isermann, Diet-
mar Schloss, Jean Grondin, Jens Halfwassen, Michael Wieme, Heiko
Jakubzik, Christoph Schöneich, Karin Apel, Bernd Weidmann, Hans
Käsmann, Zoltán Kövecses, and Kurt Otten. In preparing the revised
versions and translations, I have had highly valuable input from
Lynne Rossi, Gail Baker, Reade Dornan, Kerry Driscoll, and Joachim
Oberst. My greatest debt is to James Barbour and David Radavich, my
American readers for more than three decades.


